























NUMBER LXXVI. 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 
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Jo be continued every THURSDAY. 





TuurRspay, ‘unethe 13th, 1754. 





Diruit, edificat, mutat quadrata rotundts. Tor. 


CARE 26: AIGA 'T this feafon of the year, when eve- 
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tah, Ty man is raifing his fhare of duft 
on the public roads, in order to feaft 


his lungs with frefh air, and his eyes 


modern character, {carce ever touch- 
ed upon before, and which hitherto has obtained no 
other name from the public than the general one of an 
IMPROVER. 

In former times, when the garden was made for 
fruit, the water for fifh, and the park for venifon, the 
fervants prefided in their feveral departments, and the 
lord of the manor and his guefts had nothing to do but 
to fit down and cram themfelves with the produdts of 
each. But fince the genius of TASTE has thought fit 


to 
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to make this ifland his principal refidence, and has taught 
us to enjoy the gifts of nature in a lefs fenfual manner, 
the mafter of the place thinks it incumbent cn him to 
change the old fyftem, to take all under his own care, 
and to fee that every thing be of his own doing. At- 
TERATION therefore mutt of neceflity be the firft great 
principle of an Improver. When he fhews you a plan- 
tation, it is conftantly prefaced with ‘‘ Here ftood a 
« wall.” If he directs your eye over an extent of lawn, 
‘«« There, fays he, we were crouded up with trees.” 
The lake, you are told, was the fpot where ftood the 
old ftables or the kitchen-garden ; and the mount was 
formerly a horfe-pond. When you have heard this, 
you are next of all to know how every thing is to be 
ALTERED STILL FARTHER: for as the ImpRoveER him- 
felf never enjoys the prefent ftate of things, he labours to 
difturb the fatisfaGtion you exprefs, by telling you that on 
the mount is to be a building ; that the water is to be al- 
tered in fhape, fize and level, and muft have a cafcade and 
a bridge ; that the largeft trees in the plantation muft be 
cut down to give air and funfhine to fhrubs and flowers— 
In fhort, the defcription of what 1s To BE, continues 
through the whole evening of your arrival ; and when 
he has talked you to fleep, and it is evident that you can 
hear no longer, he compaffionately difmiffes you to reft, 
knowing that late hours are incompatible with his de- 
figns upon you in the morning. Innocent of thefe de- 
figns, you enjoy the quiet of your chamber, comforting 
yourfelf that you muft have feen and heard all, and that 
the bitterne[s of IMPROVEMENT 7s over. Or if you are 
fufpicious of any remaining fatigue, and are therefore 


prepared with the proper remonftrances and evafions, 


they 
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they will avail you nothing againft an old practifed Im- 
PROVER : for the inftant you have breakfafted, he pro- 
pofes your taking a turn or two in the bowling-green for 
a little freth air ; to which you readily affent ; and with- 
out imagining there can be any occafion for ftepping out 
of your flippers, you advance with him to the end of the 
green, where a door in a funk fence unexpectedly opens 
to the park. And here, as he affures you the grafs is 
Jbort, you are led through all the pleafures of uncon- 
nected variety, with this recommendation, that it is but 
a little way from the Palladian portico to the Gothic 
tower ; from the Lapland to the Chinefe houfe; or from 
the temple of Venus to the hermitage. By this time 
you are infenfibly enticed to a great diftance from the 
houfe ; when on a fudden he fhews you over the park 
wall a number of labourers mending the highway ; and, 
fince you are got fo far, withes you to go a little farther, 
that he may take this opportunity to give a few necefla- 
ry inftruGtions, and that the road may be mended with 
the advantage of your opinion and concurrence. In vain 
do you pull out your watch ; in vain remonftrate to him 
how late it is, or how rude it will be to make the ladies 
wait dinner : in vain do you try to move him by ftroak- 
ing your chin, and fhewing him a moft perfuafive length 
of beard, of implore his compafiion on your Morocco 
flippers, pleading that if you had expected fo long a 
walk, you would have put on your ftrong thoes 





He knows that if you had apprehended a walk of half 
the diftance, he never could have moved you from your 
eafy chair; and being thoroughly fenfible that it will 
not be in his power to get you fo far again, is refolved 
to make his advantage of the prefent opportunity; fo 
leads you to every ditch that is emptying, or brick-kiln 

that 
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that is reeking for him ; to his barn that is to be turned 
into a church, or to his farm that is to be made a ruin 
for the fake of his profpe& ; till at length he brings you 
fo late home, that you are obliged to fit down undrefled 
to a fpoilt dinner with a family out of humour. 

I REMEMBER the good time, when the price ofa 
haunch of venifon with a country friend was only half 
an hour’s walk upon a hot terrafs ; a defcent to the two 
fquare fifh-ponds, overgrown with frog-fpawn ; a peep 
into the hog-ftye, ora vifit to the pidgeon-houfe. How 
reafonable was this, when compared with the attention 
now expected from you to the number of temples, pa- 
goda’s, pyramids, grotto’s, bridges, hermitages, caves, 
towers, hot-houfes, &c. &c. for which the day is too 
fhort, and which brings you to your meal fatigued and 
overcome with heat, denied the ufual refrefhment of 
clean linen, and robbed of your appetite! 

Havinc now fufficiently warned the Visiror of 
what he is to guard againft, it is but juft I fhould give 
fome few hints for the fervice of the Improver, 
whom I muft always confider (a little vanity excepted) 
as acting upon principles of benevolence, and from a 
defire of giving pleafure. It is this principle that blinds 
and mifleads his judgment, by fuggefting to him that he 
fhall find from the VisrTor and others, who come to 
fee his works, returns of equal civility and good-humour. 
But it will be expedient for him to reflect that thefe 
gentlemen do not always bring with them that defire to 
be pleafed, which, by his own difpofition, he is too apt 
to fuppofe, and which one would think fhould be effen- 
tial to every party of pleafure: for (exclufive of that 
natural inclination to cenfure, which fo generally at- 


tends all exercife of the judgment) on thefe occafions, 
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every occurrence of the day will, probably adminifter to 
the {pleen of the critic. . If the weather be too hot, or 
too cold. for him; ifit be ,windy or fhowery ; if he has 
flept ill the. night before ; if he is hungry or fick ; if he 
is tired or fore ; if he has loft a bett upon the road; if he 
has quarrelled with his friend; if he has been rebuked 
by his wife; or in fhort, if any thing has offended him, 
he is fure to take his revenge in full, by finding fault 
with every thing that was defigned for his entertainment. 
In this difpofition of mind, there is nothing fafe but the 
fhady gravel walk, with the few plain and neceflary 
refting places, which leads to the undifguifed farm, or 
the nayigable river, He will be fure to allow you no 
poftulatum. He abfolutely denies the exiftence of her- 
mits, mandarins, and the whole heathen fyftem of divi- 
nities. He difputes the antiquity of your ruin, and the 
genuinefs of your hermitage: nay, he'will defcend:to ca- 
vil at the bell with which the hermit is fuppofed to ring 
himfelf to prayers. He is fo cruel as to controvert your 
fuppofition that the new-made water is a river, though 
he knows it muft have coft you an.immenfe fum, and 
that it covers the richeft meadow-ground you are mafter 
of. He leads the company to every funk fence which you ° 
chufe fhould be unobferved. If he fufpects a building 
to be new-fronted, he finds out a private way to the 
decayed fide of it; happy if he can difcover it to have 
been a ftable or a pig-ftye. His report of your place, 
after he has left it, is exactly ofa piece with his beha- 
viour, while there. He either defcribes it asa bog that 
will not bear a horfe, or as a fand that cannot produce a 
blade of grafs. Ifhe finds in reality neither bog nor bar- 
ren fand, his withes fupply his belief, and he labours.to 
perfuade himfelf and others that ane.ofthefedefettsiis the 
characteriftic of your foil, but that you hate to be told 
of it, and always deny it. 

ONE 
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One cannot but admire his ingenuity in particular 
cafes, where it has been judged impoffible to find a fault. 
If you lead him to a knowl of uncommon verdure varied 
with the fortunate difpofition of old oaks, commanding 
the moft rural fcenes, and, ata proper diftance, the view 
of a large city, he fhrugs up his fhoulders and tells you 
it wants water. If your principal object bea lake, he 
will ftrain a point to report it green and ftagnated ; or 
elfe take the advantage of a thunder-{torm to pronounce 
it white or yellow. Ifyou havea ftream, he laments the 
frequency of floods ; if a tide-river, the fmell of mud at 
low-water. He detects your painted cafcade, mifcon- 
{trues your infcriptions, and puns upon your motto’s, 
Within doors he doubts if your pictures are originals, 
and expreffes his apprehenfions that your ftatues will 
bring the houfe down. 

As I with moft fincerely to reconcile thefe gentlemen 
to each other, I fhall recommend to the Improver the 
example of a particular friend of mine. It is faid in 
Milton, that before the angel difclofed to Adam the prof- 
pect from the hill in paradife, he - 





- purg'd with euphrafy and rue 
His vifual nerve, for be had much to fee : 


fo this gentleman (borrowing the hint from Milton, 
but preferring a more modern opthalmic) upon the 
arrival of his VisiTors, takes care to purge their vifual 
nerves with a fufficient quantity of CHAMPAGNE ; after 
which, he affures me,. they never sEE a fault in his 
IMPROVEMENTS. 
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